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The Maya and Pseudo-Archaeology
1. What Did You Find Most Interesting/Thought-Provoking/Upsetting?
I Found pseudoarcheology upsetting in different aspects. Firstly, it is the way the subject neglects the utilization of scientific methods. Instead of pseudo archeologists testing the evidence to see if the hypothesis fits, such individuals manipulate the archeological data to fit their preferred assumption. Secondly, the majority of pseudo archeologists hold varieties of unscientific beliefs ("Aliens & archaeology: Why do we get history wrong on purpose? | Sarah Kurnick | TEDxMileHigh," 2020).
 2. How Does What We Learned About in This Unit Connect to Current Events/Issues?
In the early decades, pseudoarcheology was only accessible through books, for example, Erich von Danken’s chariot of the Gods. However, the internet and television have spread unproven pseudoarcheology theories to an increasingly large audience. For example, shows such as ancient aliens are one of the most viewed sources of this theory. Such films and internet sites create and draw attention to the fallacies. Most of these sites draw attention to the racist qualities of pseudoarcheology ("Aliens & archaeology: Why do we get history wrong on purpose? | Sarah Kurnick | TEDxMileHigh," 2020).
3. How Does What We Learned About in This Unit Connect to You? (This Is Not a Literal Question. Think Of Gender Roles, Job Specialization, Trade as In Shopping and Technology, Dogs, Cats, And Brewing Beer
.	As a technophile, it is disappointing for pseudoarcheology to misuse technology's ability. Pseudoarcheology also promotes racism, a vice that is harmful to job specialization and business. It creates a toxic work culture leading to disengagement and lack of psychological safety for workers from minority communities.
4. What Are Some of The Central Themes of The Creation Narratives of The Cultures in The Americas (For Example Hopi, Iroquois, Maya)
Central themes in the creation narratives of the cultures in the Americas include cosmogony and the creation of humankind. For example, Popol Vuh offers different sequences of efforts at composition. The other central theme is the actions with heroes. The creation narratives also include the theme of marriage with earth. Such a theme describes the relationship between crops, the game, and humankind (YouTube).
5. Identify Some of The Shared Characteristics of The Following Territorial States: Teotihuacan, Maya, Cahokia, Ancient Puebloans
There are several shared characteristics of the Teotihuacan, Maya Cahokia, and the ancient Puebloans. First, they practiced agriculture. They also had different religious beliefs and ritual acts. The above-mentioned territorial states also practiced architectural works and social organization. The territories also had sophisticated methods of food production ("Ancient aliens: Mayan artifacts prove alien visitation (Season 14) | History," 2020).
6. Identify Similarities Between the Aztecs, Inca, And Powhatan.
The similarities between the Powhatans, Incas, and Aztecs is that they had control of a massive empire. Such societies also worshiped many gods. They also observed 365-day calendars with similar day/month symbols and markings. Lastly, they worshiped gods during different ceremonies, and some involved human sacrifice ("Ancient aliens: Mayan artifacts prove alien visitation (Season 14) | History," 2020).
7. Omitting Diamond’s Guns, Germs, And Steel, Explain How a Small Group Of Spanish Conquistadors Conquered The Aztec Empire?
A small group of Spanish conquistadors was able to conquer the Aztec empire due to the following reasons. First, when they arrived on the Yucatan coast, they met Aguilar, an invaluable asset to cortex due to his ability to speak the local Mayan language. The Aztec chief also gifted the Spanish conquistadors 20 enslaved young Mayan women. The women included Malinali, who spoke both Mayan chontal and Aztec languages and worked with the Spanish invaders. She provided the ability to communicate with the Maya indigenous groups the Spanish encountered. The conquistadors were welcomed by emperor Moctezuma II who believed that Cortes was the Aztec god Quetzalcoatl. Lastly, the presence of smallpox weakened the Aztec community. The Spaniards had acquired immunity to the disease ("Ancient aliens: Mayan artifacts prove alien visitation (Season 14) | History," 2020).
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